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'a strain for all seasons' 
Spring, summer, autumn, winter -it's all the same to Darlington 
strain 649. Since it was introduced in 1966 many growers have found 
that 649 gives consistent output and quality throughout the year. 

Recent side-by-side tests from our R & D department comparing the 
original 649 strain with present supplies show an increase from 
5.04 to 5.45 lbs per square foot. For consistent quality control and 
increased yields choose 649- the strain for all seasons. 

Darmycel (U.K.) Limited 
Station Road Rustington Littlehampton Sussex BN16 3RF 
Telephone Rustington 3232 and 73789 Telex 877472 
Analysis and advisory service Rustington 2790 
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In the Editor's opinion . . . 

AGRICULTURAL WAGES BOARD 
APPOINTMENT 

Commenting on the Minister of Agriculture's appointment ol 
Mr . .I. H. Lewis as an Independent Member of the Agricultural 
Wages Board. Mr. Alec Lewis, the Chairman ol the Employ
ment and Education Committee of the National Farmers ' 
Union and Leader of the Employers' Side of the Agricultural 
Wages Board said: 

'It would he l/llife wrongji1r us to criticise Mr. Lc1vis personally 
in any woy. He i.1· an emi11ent Trude Unionist and 1vil/ 110 doubt 
/)('t:/iHm his duties as l/11 Independent Member of' the Board 
conscie11 t iousl) ·. 

The aJ111oint111ent does, howel'er, inl'ofre on i11111ortant 
princi11/e. It i.1· a 1·cry serious and dangerous deporture /i·o111 long 
established Jlmctice o/ a ha/once r!f' Independent Members who 
both are, and arc seen to be, totally impartial. 

As (or as I a111 mvure, rhere i.1· no othN Wages Council or 
arbitration hol(F in which therl' i.1· not a demonstrable balance 
het111een employer and worker intl!re.1·ts. Eithl:'r none o/ the 
l11de11endent Members hal'e any connection 1\!ith emp/oyer.1· 
orgoni::ation.1· or trade unions, or the !nde11endent !Vfe111ber.1 
include both a trude unionist and w1 employer /i·o111 outside the 
induslry concerned. But in either cose, the balance i.1· maintained. 

I/ the M inistcr felt that the Board was not carrying out its 
/i111ction.1· ({(/equate/y in any way, and tlwt the lndependenl 
Members needed strcngthrning by persons 1vith day to day 
exfieriencc of' industry, he should ha1'c appointed two nc1v 
ml:'mher.~ . one 1vith experience a.1· a !rude unionist and 011c (t.1· an 
employer. To depart ji·o111 current widespread and longstanding 
11ractice, i.1· to introduce u deliberate lack of' holana into ll'Uge 
detem1i11ation. 

The N FU will protest to the Minister in the strongest possible 
1crn1s. I wish to n·-emp!w.l'ise that our concern i.1· with !he 
principle ond should not bi! con.1·tnwd in an11 way as a criticism 
of' Mr. Lewis hi111sel(' 

It had been my intention in this, the last of around 300 
contributions under the heading of 'In the Editor's opinion' to 
devote it to thanking all those people who, over the years. have 
given me unwavering support even though, at times, some or 
them have not agreed with what I have had to say. 

This matter of the Wages Board is of much more irnpmtance 
and mushroom growers are. as the most labour intensive sec
tion of agriculture and horticulture, particularly involved. The 
current Union claim to a minimum wage of £80 f"or a shorter 
working week only heightens that interest. 

The N FU has every right to expect the quite uncompromis-
ing support of its members on this issue. WRA 

Mr . .I. H. Lewis is President or the Iron and Steel Trades· Confederation 
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Introducing: Pleurotu ftahellatu 
for your Dinner Table 

Trlclta H. Quimlo 
Department of P/01tt Pathology, Unfrer.,·ity of the Philippine at Lo. Baifo · College, Lagu1w 

The start of a survey on local edible mushrooms, 
supported by the Philippine Council for Agri
cultural Research Resources (PCARR), at the 
University of the Philippines at Los Banos, and 
the National Research Council of the Philippines 
opened up the possibility of culturing native 
mushrooms other than the Volvariella volvacea, 
the tropical straw mushroom. Two of the most 
recently studied by the author are Pleurotus 
ostreatus and P. flabellatus. Since the method of 
cultivation of the former is quite well-known, this 
paper then reports some peculiar characteristics 
of the latter, P. flabellatus. 

Like any of the other species of Pleurotus, 
P. flabellatus grows on dead wood, their fruiting 
bodies overlapping one another. The fruiting 
bodies are pinkish when young, white when 
mature, lateral, eccentric and lacking stems 
(Fig. 1). They are basically smaller than P. 
ostreatus but less tough even when mature. 
When boiled, the taste is described as delicious 
as P. ostreatus. 

While laboratory analysis of its protein 
content is still in progress, it will not be surpris
ing that like other Pleutorus species, P.flabellatus 
could also contain as much protein as 

Fig.1 
Fruiting bodies of Ple11rot11s flabellat11s 
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Fig. 2a 
Good flush on pans (a) and plastic bags (b) 

Fig. 2b 

P. ostreatus (29.4 %) and P. sajor-cqju (47.93 %). 
When room-cultivated, they grow profusely 
and in a short period of time. 

Tropical agricultural wastes found to support 
mycelial growth and fruiting of P. flabellatus 
are: rice straw, banana bracts, grated coconut 
wastes, waterlily, abaca wastes, sugarcane 
bagasse, sawdust (Leucaena glauca, if alone), 
coirdust, rice hull, leaf litter and cow manure. 
These can be used either alone or in combination. 

These substrates should first be moistened 
then sterilized or steamed, the length of time 
depending on the size of the container. When 
cooled, the sterilized substrate is then inoculated 



Fig. 3a 
Mushrooms coming out of holes of the growing 

containers 

Fig. 3b 

or spawned. Two or three days after the myce
lium had completely penetrated the substrate 
with the incubation room at 28-30°C. (82.4-
86.00F.) fruiting bodies appear all over the 
container, even seeking outlet through holes of 
the container (Fig. 2 & 3a & b). 

With more information on its yield data, there 
is no reason why this mushroom cannot be 
grown commercially and compete with the other 
species of Pleurotus (P. ostreatus, P. sajor-caju, 
and P. cystidiosus) in terms of acceptability and 
taste, yield and production efficiency. 

Acknowledgement 
Grateful thanks are due to Dr. D. N. Pegler of 
Kew Herbarium for the identification of the 
mushroom, and to Philippine Council for 
Agricultural Research Resources, the National 
Research Council of the Philippines and the 
National Science Development Board, for their 
support of th~se mushroom studies. 

Fred. C. Atkins writes about: 

OTHER REMOTE-READING 
THERMOMETERS 

Negretti & Zambra Ltd., of Stocklake, Ayles
bury, Bucks., are well-known in the mushroom 
industry for their instrumentation and control 
systems. I have their permission to reproduce 
several paragraphs from their leaflet on Instru
mentation in Mushroom Growing. 

Jn the section on peak-heating they say the 
main consideration is to ensure that the correct 
temperature is maintained throughout the 
entire room. It has been found that 12 (or more, 
depending on room size) points of temperature 
measurement checked in quick succession give a 
good overall picture of the conditions. For this 
purpose, it is essential that the instrument used 
should be of high accuracy, easy to read and at 
the same time simple to install and maintain. 

These conditions are well fulfilled by the 
'Dinzec' range of resistance thermometer ribbon 
indicators. The resistance thermometer indicator 
is to be preferred to the thermocouple type of 
instrument for this application, since unless 
great care is taken with the latter, large inac
curacies can arise which would be most mis
leading. 

The indicators are used with stainless steel 
waterproof measuring probes, which have been 
developed particularly for this application. 

The indicator is mounted at a convenient 
point outside the peak-heat room and connected 
to the probes by flexible cables, which pass 
through the walls. The cables are of sufficient 
length to enable the probes to be placed in 
different parts of the room - in various trays 
as required. The temperatures can then be 
measured at these points without entering or 
disturbing it in any way, simply by rotating the 
switch to each position in turn and noting the 
reading. The distance between the probes and 
the instrument is governed largely by the 
electrical resistance of the cable used, but runs 
of 100 ft. and upwards can easily be accommo
dated. Standard switch-boxes have 12 points, 
although more than one switch-box can be used 
if necessary. 
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'Dinzec' ribbon indicator with 12-point switchbox 

Negretti & Zambra are quoting £109 for 
their ribbon type temperature indicator (2323-
26610). Range 40-160°F. Finished grey, f!ush
panel mounting. Their 12-point switch-box costs 
£9 l.59 and each mushroom resistance bulb 
assembly, including three metres of rubber
covered cab tyre cable, £34. Extra cable would 
cost £0.55 per metre. 

This famous company has a wealth of other 
sophisticated equipment, of course, but at the 
moment I must resist the temptation to describe it. 

Engineering Design 
What is available from Engineering Design & 

Production Ltd ., of Catfield , Great Yarmouth , 
Norfolk? Director Barry Woodcock sends me a 
photograph of one of their remote-reading 
thermometer panels. 

'These units are virtually identical to those 
sold until recently by Crop Aeration Ltd.' he 
says, 'except that ours indicate in Fahrenheit 
as well as Celcius degrees' . 

Engineering Design's remote-reading thermometer 
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The panel illustrated is capable of measuring 
temperatures in a dozen probes and costs 
£400. A 6-point system is priced at £250 and a 
24-point system at £600. 

Kane-May's Accutherms 
Shortly before he died earlier this year B . 

Francis Rybacki of Kane-May Ltd. introduced 
me to their new 'liquid crystal display digital 
electronic thermometers', pointing out that they 
'offer significant advantages to users of Dependa
therm electronic thermometers' and stressing 
exceptional accuracy and speed of response as 
well as robust design . 

Portable, pocket-version Dependatherm ther
mometers are seen on a number of mushroom 
farms nowadays, but at that time I was looking 
into the availability of multi-point, distant
reading, wall-mounted thermometers. Did Kane
May still supply, I asked? 

Tony Cooper, their field sales manager, came 
along to demonstrate their Mains Dependatherm 
multi-point thermometer with a range of 50 to 

Accutherm 200 - Kane-May's new close tolerance 
indt1slrial digital thermometer 



ltr ,,..'IM:ll! 'rl.~ 

l'llA MA..ESTYll'Ea..f:EN 
MANJACTlffRS Of 1-0'!TICU.TUIAL PACKAGl<Ki 

11W.1\lllO •l'lol""' 

Tray will be exhibited 
at Southport conference. 

New conception in 
mushroom tray pac
kaging, strong solid 

board construction, 
glued and supplied 
flat in bundles on 
pallets. Labour and 

cost saving self
erecting units. 

For further information, 
quotation, specification etc., 

please telephone or telex. 

H. KILIAN LIMITED. 
Baddow Park, Great Baddow, Chelmsford, Essex. 
Telephone: Chelmsford 72361/4 Telex: 995225. 
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150°F., though other ranges are available. The 
basic instrument costs £112, plus £8.50 per 
point. The probes are £15 .50 each. The length of 
cable presents no accuracy problem, and cheap 
3-core cables are used. 

Although Cooper did not actually say so, 
I felt he thought the future lay with more 
advanced instrumentation. I was impressed by 
the Accutherm series of digital thermometers 
and their versatility. Some growers I know will 
find them irresistible, even though the readings 
are in Centigrade only. 

Illustrated is model 200 which costs £98. 
For work indoors I preferred another, the 
Digitherm Mk. III; although it is more expensive, 
at £133, the large (12.5 mm.) digits are brightly 
illuminated and can be read in darkness such as 
the back of a peak-heat room. 

Probes costing £19.80 each are attached to 
cables costing £1. 70 for the first extra metre 
and £1.15 for each subsequent metre. The 
battery cells are re-chargeable; the charger is 
£12.70. A 5-point box is priced at £22.80. 

The Accutherm range of digital thermometers, 
200 and 400, has a unique automatic switch-on 
arrangement when the probe is plugged into 
the instrument. Unplug the probe and the 
thermometer switches off. There is an automatic 
low-battery advance warning. 

The Accutherm can then be pocketed until, 
perhaps, you wish to read some stack tempera
tures . A rugged probe of any preferred length 
can be supplied. 

The address of Kane-May Ltd. is Burrowfield, 
Welwyn Garden City, Herts. 

USA EXP ANSI ON 

The US Department of Agriculture reports that 
mushroom production in the United States rose 
12 %, from 140,000 tons in the period July 1975 
to June 1976 to 157,727 tons the following year. 

From Pennsylvania came 90,455 compared 
with 81,366 tons the previous year, a modest 
11 % increase. But New Jersey's weights went 
up a staggering 71 %, Maryland's 50 %, New 
York's 23 %, and Delaware's 19 %. 

An interesting story lies behind these figures, 
and we shall be looking more closely at them. 

FCA 
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MGA 
Literature List 
Compiled by Dr. R. L. Edward~ 

Copies of literature cited are available from the 
MGA office, Science Reference Library, or Dr. 
R. L. Edwards, as indicated. See Journal No. 47, 
Nov. 1976, page 378. 
SRL - Science Reference Library. 
MGA - Mushroom Growers' Association. 

Requests for photocopies 
MGA Office Staff are not experts on scientific 
literature. To help them when requesting 
photocopies, will members please quote full 
details as given in the List, e.g. 

Reference number 
Title 
Author 
Name of Journal, volume (number), pages. 

Failure to do this gives them additional work 
which is unnecessary and they may have to call 
for more expert assistance. 

MGA can supply only copies of papers 
marked MGA in the List. 

The field of interest covered by a paper is 
indicated as follows: 

C. Commercial, economic 
P. Practical growing 
R. Scientific, research, experimental 

1165 
R. Comparative sexuality in Agaricus species. 
T. J. Elliott, 1978 
J. Gen. Microbiof., 101 (I), 113- 22 SRL 

1166 
PR. Fungicides for the control of Mycogone 
perniciosa (Magn.), the cause of wet bubble on the 
cultivated mushroom. 
D. G. Gandy, D. M. Spencer, 1978 
Scientia Horticufturae, 8 (4), 307-13 SRL 

1167 
PR. Oxygen measurements in a mushroom 
compost stack. 
P. Randle, P. B. Flegg, 1978 
Scientia Horticufturae, 8 (4), 315-23 SRL 



Watch this space ... .. 

It is the largest covered yard in the United Kingdom built to 
supply mushroom growers with high-quality prepared compost. 

Burcros have been specialising in ready-mix compost for over 15 
years and to maintain their position as the leading suppliers they 
have planned a programme of new investment in their production 
faci I ities. 
In meeting the needs of their customers Burcros recognise that 
growers want a consistent, high-quality compost back by a regular, 
reliable delivery service. 
The main emphasis for ensuring that both present and future 
requirements for the industry will be centred in this yard. To see 
how this will be accomplished Burcros invite you to 'watch this space.' 

BU RC ROS a division of W. Darlington and Sons Limited 

Clarks Farm Darby Green Camberley Surrey Telephone: Yateley (0252) 872241 
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1168 
R. Purification and properties of mannitol dehy
drogenase from Agaricus bisporus sporocarps. 
H. P. Ruffner, D. Rast, H. Tobler, H. Karesch, 
1978 
Phytochemistry, 17 (5), 865-68 SRL 

1169 
R. Failure of Clostridium botulinum to grow in 
fresh mushrooms packaged in plastic film over
wraps with holes. 
H. Sugiyama, K. S. Rutledge, 1978 
J. Food Protection, 41 (5), 348-50 SRL 

1170 
R. Heat resistance of Clostridium botulinum Type B 
spores grown from isolates from commercially 
canned mushrooms. 
T. E. Odland, I. J. Pflug, D. A. Kautter, 1978 
J. Food Protection, 41 (5), 351-53 SRL 

1171 
R. New species of Lycoriella Frey (Diptera
Sciaridae) infesting cultivated mushrooms in New 
South Wales. 
B. J. London, 1978 
J. Australian Entomological Society, 17 (2), 163-66 

SRL 
1172 
R. Residues of carbofuran and 2, 3-dihydro-3-
hydroxy-2, 2-dimethylbenzofuran-7-yl methylcar
bamate in the mushroom, Agaricus bisporus, 
cultivated in casing soils treated with the insecticide. 
P. Kalberer, E. Vogel, 1978 
Pesticide Sci., 9 (2), 146-50 SRL 

1173 
R. Biochemical induction of fruiting in Schizo
phyllum - isolation and preliminary purification 
of an inducing substance from Agaricus bisporus 
mushrooms. 
S. Rusmin, T. J. Leonard, 1978 
Plant Physiol., 61 (4), 538-43 SRL 

1174 
R. Effects of different drying methods on quality 
and content of aromatic volatiles in dried mush
rooms, Agaricus bisporus. 
J. Sulkowska, E. Kaminski, 1977 (in English) 
Acta Alimentaria Polonica, 3 (4), 409-25 
From Central Laboratory Przemyslu Koncentratow, 
Spozywczych, Poznan, Poland. 

1175 
P. Cheaper building system for mushroom growing. 
!MAG Report No. 90. Price 6.50 guilders post free 
from IMAG, Mansholtlaan 10-12, Wageningen, 
Netherlands. (in Dutch) 
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1176 
C. Holland defends her German market. 
Anon., 1978 (in German) 
Der Champignon, 202, 28 
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MGA 

P. Annual Report 1977. Mushroom Research 
Station, Horst, Netherlands. 31 pp. from Peel
heideweg 1, Postbus 6042, 5960 AA Horst-America, 
Netherlands. (in Dutch) 
The Report includes general items (pp. 1-8); work 
on compost (8-12); casing (12-14); fruiting (15-18); 
strains and other species (18-21); fungal and virus 
diseases (22-27); quality of mushrooms (27-28); 
and (28-29); programme for 1978 (30); budget 
(31). 

1178 
PR. Quality of mushrooms. 
T. van Hiele, 1978 (in Dutch) 
Champignoncultuur, 22 (5), 151-55, 159-61 

1179 

MGA 

R. Hyphal fusions and sexuality in filamentous 
fungi 
P. G. Miles, 1978 (in English) 
Taiwan Mushrooms, 2 (I), 1-8. RLE 

1180 
C. Common Market defence against imports of 
canned mushrooms. 
W. Pernan, 1978 (in German) 
Der Champignon, 203, 4-5 

1181 

MGA 

R. Nutritional properties of basidia and mycelia of 
higher fungi. (Review) 
R. Grzybowski, 1978 (in Polish, English summary) 
Przemysl Spozywczy, 32 (l ), 13-16 

1182 
R. Mercury and methyl-mercury content of 
different species of fungi. 
T. Stijve, R. Roschnik, 1977 
Nestle Research News 1916/11, pp. 122-27 
From Nestle Organization. 

1183 
R. Selenium and mercury content of some edible 
mushrooms. 
T. Stijve, E. Cardinale, 1977 
Nestle Research News 1976/77, pp. 128-29 
From Nestle Organization. 



1184 
C. Mushroom Report 1977. 
F. Krodel, 1978 (in German) 
Der Champignon, 202, 5-14 MGA 
A report on the German mushroom business, 
production, consumption, imports, sources, for 1977 
in comparison with previous years. 

1185 
R. Truffles for newspaper readers. 
Anon., 1978 (in German) 
Der Champignon, 202, 15 MGA 
A short article referring to sensational reports that 
truffles might become as cheap as potatoes in 10 
years time. 

1186 
R. Experimental results with overwintering of 
Stropharia rugoso - annulata. (Farlow ex Murrill) 
S. Balazs-Kovacs-ne, M. Gyenes, J 978 (in German) 
Der Champignon, 202, 19-25 MGA 

1187 
PR. New mushroom growing system without trays. 
V. Musil, 1978 (in German) 
Der Champig11011, 202, 7-10 MGA 

1188 
CP. Quality: central theme of Dutch advisory 
conference. 
Anon., 1978 (in Dutch) 
Groenten en Fruit, 33 (46), 57-59 RLE 

1189 
CP. Quality of fresh and processed mushrooms. 
Anon., 1978 (in Dutch) 
Groenten en Fruit, 33 (47), 66-67 RLE 

The Second International Mycological Congress 
was held in Tampa, South Florida, USA in Septem
ber 1977. 

Two volumes of Abstracts of communications 
have been published, Volume A-L, pp. i-xvi, 
l-104 and Volume M-Z, pp. 405-786, available 
from the Secretary IMC-2 Inc., Tampa, Florida 
USA. Professor Melvin S. Fuller Department of 
Botany, University of Georgia, Athens GA 30602, 
USA. 
us $15.00. 

There appear to have been no papers on practical 
mushroom growing but there were some on relevant 
genetics, pathology, viruses, etc. 

Correspondence ... 

A CORRECTION 

The article: 'New possibilities for control of dry 
bubble caused by Verticillium fungicola' (The 
Mushroom Journal 67 (1978): 210-211) has been 
translated and published without the corrections 
I suggested. Apart from some minor printing 
errors (like + 21 % instead of - 21 % in Table 
2), a translation error may give the impression 
that the Dutch pesticide policy is rather loose, 
which definitely is not true. As a very strict rule, 
products are never allowed for use in a given crop 
in the Netherlands unless the residue values (and 
toxicity data and many other matters) are 
satisfactory. 

Furthermore, our trials with Daconil were 
merely a continuation of the excellent work of 
Miss Gandy. In the original article in Dutch, the 
paper of Gandy and Spencer (Scientia Horti
culturae 5 (1976): 13-21) was cited. We found it 
necessary to change dosage and time(s) of 
application, but this may be related to the 
composition of the Dutch casing soil. It will be 
known that our casing soil is much heavier and 
much more absorbing than the average British 
casing material. 

This implies that application on British 
mushroom farms of Daconil at dosage and times 
mentioned in my paper might cause damage or 
crop loss. Annemarie van Zaayen 

MUSHROOMS IN CANADA 

According to a recent Canadian MGA Survey, 
mushroom production in Canada has risen 
from almost 10,000 tons in 1966 to almost 
22,000 tons in 1977. Even more interesting is 
the fact that, whereas in 1966 two-thirds of the 
mushrooms were processed, in 1977 two-thirds 
were sold on the fresh market. The total value 
of the crop in 1977 is reported to be 31 million 
dollars from a total investment of close on 
42 million dollars. FCA 

JOMO KENYATTA 

Jomo Kenyatta, President of Kenya, who died 
on 22nd August, was at one time employed by 
the Sussex firm of A. G. Linfield, on one of their 
mushroom farms. He took up employment there 
when he returned to England at the beginning 
of the Second World War. 
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FAIRFIELD EHS CELEBRATES 

Fairfield Experimental Horticulture Station at 
Kirkham, Preston, Lancashire, is celebrating its 
25th Jubilee this year. 

Horticulture Industry reports: 'The day must 
have brought back many memories for George 
Sheard, recently retired deputy director of the 
GCRI, who was Fairfield's first director. Under 
his initial leadership the station helped develop 
the pioneer work on glasshouse environment, 
and in particular the development of new and 
more efficient heating systems with oil-fired 
boilers and small-bore piping.' 

Fairfield contributed heavily to the national 
programme of tomato trials, particularly tem
perature requirements for growers in the north. 
This ultimately led to the ADAS blueprint 
of the 1960s when John Bedding, now the 
ADAS national glasshouse specialist, was in 
charge. 

The fuel crisis of the 70s led to new challenges 
and under the present director, Ian Sandwell, 
Fairfield embarked on a series of trials studying 
fuel saving techniques.' 

I wrote to congratulate Sand well. He replied: 
'Fairfield is still involved in mushroom experi
mental work although as a matter of policy it 
has been decided that this should be confined to 
field trials involving pest and disease control. 
Lee Valley are conducting cultural trials. 

'I hope that, in the next few months, modifi
cations to our mushroom unit will be completed. 

We intend to improve the existing sheds, convert 
one to a peak-heat room and build two Lee 
Valley type tunnels. 

'Over the last 18 months we have conducted a 
considerable number of trials of fungicides for 
the control of Verticillium (dry bubble). We have 
tested a large number of compounds on trays 
which have been deliberately inoculated with the 
fungus. Although we have had very little trouble 
establishing the disease, until very recently the 
results have been less than encouraging. One or 
two new compounds in a recent trial have given 
a glimmer of hope but it is too early in the day to 
say that they will give a commercial control of 
the disease.' 

Foolnole: When George Sheard was at Fairfield, he 
worked closely with Frank Smith, then director of 
Stockbridge House in Yorkshire. He was keen on 
mushrooms but his facilities were pathetic. It was 
saddening to learn of his death in May. 

FCA 

NEW MUSHROOM TRAY 

A new mushroom ttay of solid board construc
tion, glued and supplied flat in bundles on 
pallets, is to be introduced to mushroom 
growers by H. Kilian Ltd., of Great Baddow, 
Chelmsford, Essex, at the Mushroom Industry 
Conference to be held at Southport on 28th, 
29th and 30th September. 

fi'IJITI h~fl w right: Mr. Alben Da ies, cbicf agricullurnl officer, Ministry of Agriculture; Mr. J e Leeming, 
M.BE; Mr. Sidney Dickinson· Mr. George Sheard. OB ; Mr. Ian Sandwcll, lheprc e11l director; Mr. Tom Bal l, 
preseJ1( chairman, Fairfield Advisory ommitrce; County Councillor Jack A hton, CBE, vicc-chainna n of I.he 
MGA in 1952; and Mr. John Bedding, Mini. try'ssenior glasshouse specialist. (Joe Lceniing, Sidni:y Dickin, on, 
Jack Ashton and Tom Ball were Station chairmen; George heard •rnd .I h.n .Bcdd.ing were Station directors.) 
The photogrnph is re1 r duced by kind perm! ·sion of the Wes/ Lancashire Evening Gazelle and Brian Hargreaves, 

JP, edli r 
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Do yourself 
a good turn! 

CHANGE TO TRA YMASTER 
The compost turner with all the advantages 

• Ample power • Corrosion free pile formers 
• Own length powered turn round • Easy to maintain 
• After sales service 

Our Address 

Engineering Design & Production Ltd 
Catfield. Great Yarmouth. Norfolk. England 
Tel. STALHAM 80040 
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MUSHROOM PUBLICITY 
FLOURISHING 

WHAT CAN YOU DO IN MUSHROOM 

WEEK? 

Mushroom Week (from 9th-l4th October) is 
already acquiring a good momentum. Jf there 
are any additional ways in which members could 
help, the MGA's Publicity Department would 
be pleased to hear from them. 

For example: could you 

ask a local pub, restaurant or cafe to feature a 
mushroom dish during that week? 

encourage the use of mushroom bags by local 
retail outlets? 

send a free pack to your local MP/Mayor/Key 
Wholesaler or other VIP with your compliments 
on Monday 9th 'in honour of Mushroom 
Week'? 

suggest your local Women's Institutes or 
Townswornen's Guilds have a showing of a 
mushroom film (or talk from a Grower) during 
that week? 

invite a number of your customers or trade 
friends to visit your farm? 

suggest to the editor of your local paper that 
he run a mushroom feature (Publicity Depart
ment will be issuing a release, but local influence 
helps)? 

make sure that individual greengrocers in your 
area know about the MGA competition? 

suggest that your local supermarket features 
mushrooms and mushroom publicity material, 
processed food with mushrooms in a display 
during the Week? 

see if your local library feel like running a 
'Books on Fungi' display? 

send a complimentary copy of the new educa
tional wallchart, with Teachers' Notes and a note 
on our free film service to the Home Economics 
Department of your local school or technical 
college 'to celebrate Mushroom Week' (or let 
Publicity Department have their names and 
addresses)? 

follow one enterprising MGA member's lead 
and see if your local milkmen can be persuaded 
to carry mushrooms along with the breakfast 
bacon and eggs on their rounds? 
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buy a Mushroom Badge (lOp) and wear it all 
that Week? (Of course, you will already be 
wearing your MGA tie!) 

Just concluded is a competition run in con
nection with Woman's Own and the issue of a 
special Slimming Booklet. 

An MGA Catering competition is under way, 
with the results to be announced around the 
time of a 

National Shop Window competition, early in 
October 

New Point-of-Sale material is available as are 

Special Mushroom Publicity badges 

There is a new Wallchart and notes for 
teachers. 

For the first time, with the first prize in the 
Woman's Own competition a Vauxhall Chevette, 
and two second prizes of Worcester Rhapsody 
oven-to-table-ware, each worth £500, a holiday 
for two, micro-wave ovens and 200 prizes of 
sterling silver hallmarked mushroom charms, 
each valued at about £6, the MGA is involved 
in the giving of really substantial prizes. 

More details in connection with the MGA 
Publicity Committee activities are given in the 
annual report of that committee, published 
elsewhere in this issue. 

In the foreground, a picture of the solid silver mush
room charm, specially designed for the MGA in 
connection with the Woman's Own competition. 
Silver-plated salt and pepper pots are also included. 

The charm weighs a quarter of an ounce. 



LE LION 
MUSHROOM SPAVVN 

Grown and marketed in the 

same rigid plastic container 

IPP LIMIT D 
PO Box 4, Wilmslow, Cheshire 
Office: Macclesfield 29565 (STD Code 0625) 
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The new Wallchart. ln black and white, it fails, in this picture, to do justice to the coloured original 

Designed to bring home to retailers and housewives how mushrooms can deteriorate when not properly stored 
or exposed to environmental changes, is this picture 



NEW PUBLICITY MATERIAL 

In addition to the special kits of p.o.s. material 
being produced for the retailer competition in 
Mushroom Week (9th-14th October), details of 
which will be published in the trade press, there 
is a new poster in the MGA house colours of 
brown, cream and white. Bearing the slogan 
'Mushrooms Make 'em Tastier, Murl'l.' it is 
available with the brown and white plastic 
spiked ticket in sets of two for 14p (to cover 
postage and packing) from the MGA office. 

Many wholesalers and shops are ordering 
the Wallchart originally designed for Home 
Economics students. The brown, green and 
orange poster gives details of sizes, nutritional 
content and storage and features eight pictures 
of mushroom recipes. Copies cost 60p each 
from Educational Productions Limited, Brad
ford Road, East Ardsley, Wakefield, Yorkshire, 
or from MGA office. 

For the Woman and Home competition in 
Mushroom Week, the MGA have commissioned 
a specially designed silver mushroom charm for 
the third prize winners. Weighing t oz. and 
standing half-an-inch tall, it has a retail value of 
£6, but a limited extra number have been 
ordered for MGA members and will be available 
at the special price of £5 each. They may be seen 
at the Southport conference. 

For prizes and presentation in general, attrac
tive silver-plated, individual cruets have been 
ordered in specially designed MGA boxes. The 
pepper and salt pots are mushroom shaped. 
These, too, will be on display at the Conference. 

These point-of-sale posters and price tickets are in 
the MGA's new colours of cream, brown and white 

Paper bags featuring a special mushroom 
badge offer are being introduced in Mushroom 
Week and will continue to be available after
wards. 

Other projects in the pipeline are a scarf and a 
new tea towel design to replace the present one 
when stocks run out. Matching aprons and oven 
mitts are planned. 

MGA members are reminded that MGA Ties, 
Pens and T-shirts with the smiling mushroom 
design, are still available. Details frc;>m MGA 
Publicity Office. MA 

Q Q> 9 

JOHN TUITE-DALTON 

John Tuite-Dalton, for many years the MGA's 
Marketing and Publicity officer before joiqiµg 
the Checkers organization dealing with the 
marketing of fruit, mainly apples, has now join~d 
the Apple and Pear Development Council's 
public relations department. 

During his spell of fifteen years with the MOA 
he became well-known and respected amongst 
retailers and wholesalers throughout the couQtry 
as well as with growers. 

NEW MUSHROOM FARM GETS 
GO-AHEAD 

A report in the Bath and West Evening Chronicle 
(11 July/78) stated that approval in principle has 
been given to the application by a subsidiary of 
H. J. Heinz Ltd (Darlingtons) to plans for the 
conversion of underground workings at Monk
ton Farleigh to a mushroom farm which, 
according to earlier reports, could employ up to 
400 people. The Local Planning Committee had 
applied pressure on the County Planning 
Authority to reach a decision. 

The report stated that discussions had now 
taken place between the owner of the land and 
the applicants on the subject of a new access 
road which, if acceptable, would clear the way 
for a new application covering the mushroom 
project. A spokesman for the Darlington 
organization has already made it clear that any 
expansion in mushroom production would 
depend on market forces. 
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Show Award for Baddow Park Mushrooms 
Baddow Park Mushrooms near Chelmsford in 
Essex, managed by Peter Cracknell, the Chair
man of the MGA's Publicity Committee, 
retained the silver cup it gained in 1977 at the 
Essex Agricultural Society's 1978 show at Great 
Leighs, Essex on I 6th and J 7th June. The award 
was for the best stand in the Rural Industries 
class. 

Baddow Park Mushrooms market mushrooms 
under the brand name of Dawn fresh Mush
rooms and part of their striking stand with its 
wattle fenced roof and back was an attractive 
mural painting depicting the sun rising over 
distant hills. 

Those helping on the stand including Peter's 
wife Joan, all wore Baddow Park's own-designed 
T-shirts with their red, white and blue mush
room roundel motif. 

The black and white picture herewitl1 fails 
to do justice to this strikingly colourful 

A recent visitor to Baddow Park Mushrooms was 
East Anglia's Beauty Queen 

stand. Peter Cracknell is on the right with wife 
Joan (second l'rom left). 

Baddow Park M ushroorns 

2% 



Tamplin Engineering Ltd are specialist 
manufacturers of box handling machines 
for filling , stacking and de-stacking, 
pressing , thru-spawning, casing and 
emptying , in fact, they can make, expertly, 
the kind of equipment you need whatever the 
size of your farm. 

TAMPLIN 

Keep that 
roduction 

oaring! 

• Machinery makers 
to the mushroom 
industry worldwide 

Tamplin Engineering Ltd · Birdham ·Chichester · Sussex · England P020 7BU · Telephone : Birdham 512599 (STD 0243) 
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if you want mushrooms 
like these 
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you want spawn 
like this 

developed according to the Sinden Process 
tested 
proven 
hygienic 
reliable 
delivered by refrigerated truck to your door 

and that means 
White Queen 
our addresses are 
White Queen Limited, Yaxley, Peterborough 
Telephone Peterborough 240412 
E. Hauser (England) Limited, Yaxley, Peterborough 
Telephone Peterborough 240704 

YAX LEY 
PETERBOROUGH 
E N G L A N D 

E. HAUSER 
LIMITED 
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Annual Reports 
CHAIRMAN 

David Stanley-Evans 

The running of the MGA is very much a team effort; 
because of this as Chairman one very seldom makes 
decisions in isolation. It follows therefore that much 
of what I shall say may appear in the reports of other 
officers. 

Accounts Re-organization 
This job began before I was elected Chairman last 

September, when I was acting Treasurer of our 
Association in 1977, but there has certainly been a 
considerable amount of tuning and alteration to be 
done since. The decision to completely alter the 
Accounting System of the Association was taken for 
several reasons. The most important of these was 
that with the previous system it was impossible even 
to estimate the financial position; this was particu
larly unacceptable in view of the very changeable 
cash flow situation within the Association's two 
accounts. The next most important reason was a 
determination to properly divide the two accounts -
Publicity and General - which in the past have had 
a sometimes blurred dividing line. The change was 
made and I think all those who have been involved, 
both in the production and the receiving of the 
accounts, feel it has been a worthwhile exercise. 

Spawn Contribution Agreement 
As with much of what has been achieved during 

my year in office, the re-drafting of the Spawn 
Contribution Agreement came under the heading 
of internal re-organization. Our existing agreement 
with lnterspawn had, in fact, expired on the 30th 
June 1974. As many alterations had already been 
made to the spawn contribution and further altera
tions were being made at the end of last year, it was 
obviously time to have a Spawn Contribution 
Agreement which was relevant. 

Drafting of Rules 
Without a doubt this has been the biggest under

taking of my year in the chair. Whereas many, 
possibly a majority of members of our Association, 
would be completely happy without any rules, it 
was becoming increasingly embarrassing to those 
trying to run the Association to do so with rules 
written in 194 7, which really do not relate to the 
Association we all know. You can imagine the 
reaction of our Director when he read in the rules 
that he had to offer himself for re-election annually. 
So after numerous meetings, both within the 
Association and outside, we have produced a 
Draft of Proposed Rules, which every grower 
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member of the Association will see, and will be 
given a chance to amend, before it is put to the 
AG M at Southport. 

MGA Organization 
This has been a difficult year in the MGA office, 

with many new faces. I hope and feel confident that 
the service to the membership has been improved, 
and will in years to come improve far more. This is 
due to a very large extent to our Director, Denis 
Locke. As an Association, I feel we are indeed very 
fortunate to have a man with his ability, affability 
and capacity for work, and I am convinced the MGA 
will prosper under his directorship . 

The Future 
One of the most valuable improvements achieved 

in the re-organization was a positive commitment 
to look forward and plan ahead. To borrow a 
phrase coined by the players during the last Lions 
tour of South Africa, 'Get your retaliation in first'. 
To this end much time has been spent this year 
attempting to formulate a 'Five Year Plan'. Although 
much of this plan may never come into being, it has 
proved an ideal vehicle to push our thoughts forward 
into the future. 

I would like to conclude by giving a very large 
'thank you' to all those who have given so much for the 
MGA, the many people who give an enormous 
amount of time and effort to make our Association 
great, the several people who are employed by the 
MGA, and all the others who give so much of their 
valuable time to help. Last, but most important of all, 
to the members of our Association, without whom 
there would not be an Association at all. 

TREASURER 

Peter Stanley-Evans 

l am starting this report by telling you that 1 
intend to resign as your Hon. Treasurer at the 
coming AGM or as soon afterwards as a successor 
is found. I don't propose to spell out my reasons 
most of which are personal ones. l have greatly 
enjoyed my twenty years of office with the MGA, in 
a wide variety of capacities, and it is probably high 
time that the younger generation had its innings. 

Many changes have taken place recently, including 
a very detailed system of accounting which provides 
monthly figures on every aspect of our financial 
affairs, and a precise division between general and 
publicity expenditure. We also have Bruce Thorpe, 
our own book-keeper for the first time, who is 
sorting out the past and helping to re-organize the 
future. 

Financially, the Association will balance its 
books this year - however, there is a big 'but' -



RED RUM ... one of the greatest National Hunt chasers 

of all time, is Southport's most famous resident. 

He's an all-time professional racer over fences. 

SOUTHPORT 
CONFERENCE 

When it comes to TIMBER TRAYS for 

mushroom production - and for that matter, 

any timber required on a mushroom farm, 

DAVID COVER is also a true professional. 

At the SOUTHPORT CONFERENCE he will 

be pleased to see old and new friends. 

DA YID COVER & SON LIMITED are more 

experienced in mushroom tray construction 

than anyone else in the United Kingdom and, 

probably, the world over. 

DAVID COVER & SON LIMITED 
QUARRY LANE CHICHESTER WEST SUSSEX ENGLAND 

Telephone: Chichester 89438 
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the General Fund will be in the red while the 
publicity account is in the black for much the same 
amount. Unfortunately it is neither ethical nor legal 
to write one off against the other, which brings me 
to the punch line of my report. Your Finance and 
General Purposes committee came to the conclusion 
that although it is easy to say that reserves are 
created for such a situation (and will be used for the 
purpose this year), we just are not getting enough 
money in to finance our general activities, so we must 
either scale down those activities at a time when 
some of our wisest heads feel that we should be 
expanding them with the accent on more dialogue 
with our own Government and at Brussels, or ask 
the members to increase their subscriptions. We feel 
that the latter course is the right one, and are asking 
for a J 4t % increase in subscriptions as from 1 st 
January 1979. 

Your Executive Committee, which speaks for over 
75 % of the nation's production, has ratified this 
recommendation. I have always had your support; 
can 1 count on it once again? 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the 
MGA staff for all the assistance that they have 
unfailingly and cheerfully given me. 

DIRECTOR'S REPORT 
Denis Locke 

Growers by and large experienced a very balanced 
market, with resultant good prices for the first nine 
months of the year. We then experienced that age 
old problem, the onset of fine weather (the fine 
spell of weather in May in case you had forgotten), 
resultant drop in demand coupled with a very poor 
canned market take-off plus labour troubles at one 
of our major mushroom processing plants did 
nothing to help the situation. There were the usual 
flurries in the dovecote, but the poor weather which 
followed, together with, one would presume, lower 
yields meant that prices at the close of the year were 
very steady. In economic terms the year gave some 
stability to both prices and costs, and one would 
hope that these trends would continue into the next 
financial years. The forecasts are that there will be 
an increase in expendable income; the increase in 
food spending will not keep pace with the even lower 
figure of inflation; there is talk of a 5 % pay increase 
norm, and mutterings from various quarters about 
devaluation. 

Well, certainly the last-mentioned should at least 
keep our domestic market intact from invaders 
from overseas be they fresh or canned mushrooms. 
In the short term the answer for our industry must 
be to improve yields which, I should imagine, to 
have been a little disappointing this year, rather 
than expansion. In the medium term we cannot see 
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the market place allowing for this, and in the Jong 
term, well that's anybody's guess. 

Ad~ii;iistration 
The MGA Staff, all relative newcomers, are 

settling down well inl their various niches. Mary 
Adams is doing a sterling job with PR and publicity 
in general. She is being ably assisted and supported 
by Patricia Morrison, and I am happy to report that 
there is an upturn in the amount of space we have 
obtained for recipes and articles about mushrooms 
in magazines, also in the London National and 
Provincial newspapers. 

Bruce Thorpe, looking after our financial affairs, 
has done splendid work to bring the accounting 
problem into line, and to keep our accounts up 
together. In addition he has by dint of hard work 
given us a definitive list of membership, a thing that 
was sadly lacking. 

Patsy Webb, who joined us a short while ago, 
taking over from Margot, has received an offer of 
marriage from a very lucky lad in Hong Kong and 
left at the end of August. I am sure you all join me 
in wishing her every happiness in the future. I am 
happy to inform you that Jennifer Walton joined 
us on 14th August, to take over from Patsy. 
Jennifer has, for the last four years, worked as 
Secretary to the BBC Farming programme and 
therefore is no stranger to our mode of life, and I 
am sure you will join me in wishing her a long and 
happy career with us. 

Despite the changes and thanks to the way the 
staff have settled down, we have been able to 
make more contact with Government bodies in the 
field of legislation, wages, grants, training, etc. 
On the international front we have seen a grading 
system suitable to our own industry, accepted by 
EEC for canned produce. At present we are working 
on a grading code for fresh mushrooms which will 
give us, we hope, sovereignty over our own industry, 
rather than having imposed on us standards totally 
alien to our market. 

We have achieved, through a costing system, a 
much tighter control of expenditure and income than 
we had enjoyed previously together with monthly 
cash flow situations so that the Executive Committee 
and Financial and General Purposes Committee 
can see exactly how our finances stand at any given 
time. 

The communications between executive and sub
committees have been improved. The aims of each 
committee have been co-ordinated into an overall 
plan for the association as a whole. 

On the education and social side we carried out an 
experiment which resulted in us experiencing three 
days of scintillating talk from Pieter Vedder of Horst 
on bulk-pasteurization and the shelf-method of 
growing in general. A good number of area meetings 



DACONIL2787W.75 
fromMidox 
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fungus and fungus 

Vi rli clllium (dry bubble) 
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mushroom. 
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were held throughout the country, and these added 
to both our knowledge and enjoyment. 

The study tour to Hungary and Austria proved 
very successful and we look forward to going 
somewhere new next year. 

Association Officers 
As you all know our old friend Winston Alderton 

retires at the end of September as editor of The 
Journal, having completed twenty-five years of 
service to the Association. His place will be taken by 
Fred. Atkins who, in fact, handed over The Bulletin, 
as it was then called, to the care of Winston all those 
years ago. Talking to our printers, Maneys, the other 
day, they pointed out how fortunate we were as 
an association to have enjoyed something like 
thirty-odd-years of a magazine with only three 
Editors. We all join in wishing Winston every 
happiness in retirement, and Fred. every success in 
his new post. 

We also have to report that Peter Stanley-Evans, 
MGA Honorary Treasurer, has tendered his 
resignation to become effective at the Annual 
General Meeting in Southport this year. Peter took 
over the financial affairs of the Association at a 
most unenviable time, and I think deserves a very 
big 'thank you' from all our members for seeing us 
through the most critical time. 

The membership of the Association as at 30th June 
1978 was: 

Grower Members 165 (this shows an increase over the 
previous year of seven, the first time in some years 
that we can record an increase in growers' member
ship), Associate Members 156 and Overseas Members 
512 (from 59 different countries). 

All in all the year could be summed up in one 
word, 'eventful'. 

Below is a list of Executive and sub-committee 
members together with meetings and attendances of 
the various members. 

Executive: The Executive Committee met five 
times in all and the attendances were: Messrs. D. B. 
Stanley-Evans (Chairman), C. J. Bradfield (Vice
Chairman), P. B. Stanley-Evans (Honorary Trea
surer), P. H. Cracknell, T. W. A. Smith, 5; J. A. 
Bleazard, S. A. F. Sampson, C. G. Sander, R. D. 
Dumbreck, M. Prince, R.H. Pinkerton, 4; P. Barnes 
and P. W. Middlebrook, 3 meetings. 

Marketing and Publicity: Number of meetings 4. 
Attendances: Messrs. P. H. Cracknell (Chairman), 
B. R. Howes, H. Owens, D. B. Stanley-Evans, 
(MGA Chairman), 4; C. J. Bradfield (MGA Vice
Chairman), E. T. Marriott, A. Milestone, D. Miller 
and Mrs. S. Hensby, 3; J. B. P. Barnes, M. Prince, 
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E. Spencer and F. Stewart-Wood, 2; P. B. Stanley
Evans (Honorary Treasurer), 1 ; and by special 
invitation Mr. P. Barton, J. 

Manpower and Economics: Number of meetings 2. 
Attendances: Messrs. P. Barnes, P. Mellor, D. B. 
Stanley-Evans (MGA Chairman), P. W. Middle
brook, 2; G. A. Corrin (both part year sub-Committee 
Chairmen), C. J. Bradfield (MGA Vice-Chairman), 
H. Linfield, T. W. A. Smith, J. A. Gooding, 1. 

Research and Development: Number of meetings 3. 
Attendances: Messrs. P. J. Middlebrook (Chairman), 
G. W. Ganney, R. C. Jones, N. Barnard, R. H. 
Pinkerton, F. Stewart-Wood, 3; C. J. Bradfield 
(MGA Vice-Chairman), 2; D. B. Stanley-Evans 
(MGA Chairman), 1. 

Education and Training: Number of meetings 3. 
Attendances: Dr. R. L. Edwards (Chairman), Messrs. 
D. B. Stanley-Evans (MGA Chairman), D. Hum
phries, P. Williams, E. Dougal, 3; R. Gaze, J. H. 
Green, H.J. Barton, 2; and Dr. L. Jacobs, l. 

MANPOWER AND ECONOMICS 

Peter W. Middlebrook - Chairman 

Since its last report the committee has met twice and 
has been concerned mainly with setting up its own 
objectives to be included in the Executive's Five
Year Plan, and preparing a questionnaire which will 
eventually be sent out to all farm members of the 
Association. Already a selected number of members 
representing farms in the three size bands have 
received the questionnaire, and the committee 
urgently seeks their support in providing information 
which will be of considerable help when preparing 
the case on behalf of the mushroom industry in 
response to the workers' present demands to the 
Agricultural Wages Board for substantial wage 
increases and additional benefits. 

The main purpose of this committee is to monitor 
the general economy of the industry, particularly 
with regard to the overall market and the prices/costs 
structure, and to be able to forewarn the Executive of 
situations where the stability of the industry is 
threatened or where there are opportunities to 
establish a more effective economy in the interests 
of all concerned. 

The committee is made up of people from farms 
of varying sizes who recognize that the changing 
economic and social structures of the country as it 
becomes more enmeshed in the EEC will inevitably 
effect our own industry. They see that the traditional 
market is already changing significantly and that 
the total market in the UK is now influenced - for 
better or for worse - by the fluctuating demand for 



FOR BETTER COMPOSTS 

AND 

~91t\R00Jtt 
.# •. 
~ 

~$42 

ABUNDANCE' 

BRADFORD FERTILIZER CO. LTD. 
Whitefield Place, Bradford BOS 9JB 

305 



mushrooms in many other parts of the world. They 
are aware that an ever increasing amount of bureau
cratic interference in the operation of our businesses, 
from both London and Bruss<'ls, will pose its various 
challenges to our industry, and they know that 
these challenges must be met intelligently, without 
confrontation, and certainly without division among 
our own ranks. 

It is important that this committee has access to 
accurate and up-to-date facts about the state of the 
industry, and this is where it must look to the sup
port of as many members of the Association as 
possible. 

I think it appropriate to mention in this report 
the invaluble support given to the committee by 
the Director and his staff, and to comment on 
the excellent liason and co-operation of those 
specialist staff of the National Farmers' Union 
who keep us well informed on all matters which 
may have some bearing on our industry. 

EDUCATION AND TRAINING 

Chairman: Dr. R. L. Edwards 

The committee met three times, at the West 
Sussex School of Agriculture, Brinsbury: we are 
grateful to the school and its Principal, Mr. Peter 
Williams, for their hospitality. 

The school has completed plans for a practical 
teaching unit with a mushroom house so that mush
room growing can be added to the range of crops 
offered for special study in the second and third 
years of their regular day release courses in horti
culture. 

The committee has helped with these plans and, 
through the generosity of some MGA members, 
has been able to ensure substantial contributions of 
materials and equipment free of charge or on very 
favourable terms. 

It is hoped that the unit will be in use before the 
end of 1978. 

The committee considered proposals for schemes 
for apprenticeships and relevant training in mush
room growing and in engineering for mushroom 
farms. 

A few members were interested, but not enough to 
justify setting up courses and examinations to 
provide an eventual qualification for successful 
students. 

It remains possible for individual members to 
engage and train apprentices, using other existing 
courses of Further Education, as indeed some are 
doing, particularly in engineering. 

The committee also tried to organize training 
courses which would qualify growers to fumigate 
their houses or special chambers with methyl 
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bromide, but again, there was not enough demand 
for this to justify asking the Agricultural Training 
Board for help in setting up the courses. 

So members must either use contractors or arrange 
privately to be trained and accepted as sub
contractors to fumigate their own buildings. 

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 

COMMITTEE 
Chairman: Paul Middlebrook 

Since taking over as Chairman I have changed the 
committee so we now only have growers or their 
representatives as members of the committee. 

To avoid the difficulties of communication be
tween the committee and the Research and Develop
ment Departments we now annually meet at the 
GCRI and Hoddesdon and bi-annually at Aston 
University and Bath University. 

During the past year we have held very successful 
meetings at the GCRI, Lee Valley and Bath Univer
sity. These meetings taking place over two days. 
On the first day the committee visit different depart
ments at the establishment we are visiting, and have 
discussions with the staff who are working in mush
room research and development. This gives members 
of the committee an opportunity to see for themselves 
the work being carried out and gives the research and 
development worker a chance to air his views. We 
also hold an informal meeting in the evening to which 
we invite some local growers and some of the research 
workers. This type of meeting is proving very success
ful as it gives both the members of the committee and 
the research workers a better idea of the industry's 
problems. The following day the main formal 
committee meeting is held with the head of the 
establishment being visited in attendance. 

The main subjects which have been discussed at all 
the meetings are Verticillium, Bacterial Blotch and 
Straw. It is encouraging to know that there is now 
more work being done on Verticillium and that the 
GCRI have now got additional ARC Studentship 
for three years to study Verticil/ium. Bacterial 
Blotch still represents a major problem with many 
growers. One of the larger growers is now paying 
for a Research Fellowship at one of the Universities 
with the hope that more knowledge will be available 
on this problem. 

The concern with straw is mainly the effect the 
chemicals used by the farmer on his straw will have 
on the mushroom compost. The committee is 
working very closely with ADAS on this subject 
and hopes to eventually get some useful information 
building up over the years. 

I would like to thank the members of the commit
tee for their time and effort and also the research 



Follow the example of 17 other mushroom
growing farms and order your next tunnels 
clad in 

*FILMTEX - the new way 
Most of the U.K.'s largest Mushroom Growers are already evaluating 
FILMTEX-the new woven polyolefin material from Scandinavia. Ideal 
for lining and covering mushroom tunnels. Extremely strong and 
weather resistant due to inclusion of only finest U/V inhibitors. 

*Complete tunnel service - U.K. and Europe 
Arundel Associates are the U.K.'s only specialist suppliers of complete 
mushroom-growing tunnels clad with FILMTEX. The made-to-measure 
service includes high quality steel tubular structures, netting, inner 
liner, fibreglass insulation, and an outer cover in the colour of your 
choice. 

*Plastic Punnets and Growing Bags 
4 oz, 8 oz and 12 oz white or coloured are standards. Enquiries for 
specials welcomed and will receive every attention. 

FOR FURTHER DETAILS OF ALL OUR PRODUCTS, write or phone tl): 

ARUNDEL ASSOCIATES (PLASTICS) LTD 
10 SANDELSWOOD END · BEACONSFIELD · BUCKS. HP9 2NW 
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and development workers at the GCRI, at Lee 
Valley and Bath University for the work they are 
carrying out enthusiastically for us; also Aston 
University. 

THE MUSHROOM JOURNAL 

Consultant Editor: W.R. Alderton 

For the calendar year which ended on 31st Decem
ber 1977, The Journal totalled 464 pages, just twelve 
more than in 1976, and representing an average per 
issue of just under 39 pages. 

Whilst advertising revenue was maintained, 
revenue from this source again accounted for little 
more than half total production costs. In this 
particular matter, however, the MGA Director's 
research showed that the advertising rates charged 
were much lower than those determined by a more 
realistic value of such advertising and, from the 
April issue in 1978, the rates were substantially 
raised without the loss of any advertisers. Even so, 
with costs continually rising, revenue at the current 
level will still be quite inadequate to meet production 
costs. 

The Journal remains the main link in membership 
and this fact is tremendously important in the 
matter of Overseas Members. 

After nearly twenty-five years in the editorial 
chair - Fred. C. Atkins takes over this task as from 
I st October next --- I would like to record my 
special thanks to the Editorial Board and particu
larly in this respect to Fred. Atkins and Dr. R. L. 
Edwards. I am particularly grateful to The Journal 
printers, W. S. Maney & Son of Leeds, who have 
carried out this work throughout my tenure of 
office and, for that matter, since the MGA first had 
an official publication, the old MCA Bulletin, which 
made its initial appearance in October 1945. 

It is of interest to note that some of the initial 
advertisers remain to this day and their unswerving 
support is acknowledged. 

MARKETING AND PUBLICITY 

Chairman: Peter Cracknell 

When I was asked to Chair and form a new Publicity 
Committee last October I endeavoured, as I'm 
sure past Chairmen have done, to involve small, 
medium and large growers in the decision making 
of the important committee. 

We were fortunate enough to be able to build on 
the excellent work done by Bill Allen and his 
committee of the previous year. We also inherited a 
new system of forward budgeting which showed the 
amount of money likely to come into the Publicity 
Fund each month thereby enabling us to plan our 
expenditure well ahead. 
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By the end of 1977 we lost the services of Valerie 
March as our PRO and Home Economist. However, 
by the end of January, we had engaged Mary Adams 
as our new Publicity Officer and after being thrown 
in at the deep end, she very quickly picked up the 
reins and has worked very hard on our behalf. 

At the first meeting of the committee, last Novem
ber, it was felt that the Association should mount 
promotional campaigns twice a year and that they 
should coincide at a time when growers are antici
pating full production and an increase in their 
prices. The periods chosen were Sept.-Oct. and 
March-April. The first promotion for this Autumn 
will take place for a week commencing 9th October 
and will be in the form of a consumer competition 
run through the magazine Woman and Home. 
There will be an extremely good range of quality 
prizes for the winners. This event will be backed by 
a retail trade shop window display competition 
created from a set pack of Point-of-Sale material. 
There will again be prizes for the winners. 

In the Catering field we feel that in view of the 
vast amount of money spent in this industry we 
should look at possible promotional activity here in 
the future. However, as a 'starter', we are planning 
an annual Catering Award Competition early next 
year with a cash prize of £500 and a silver challenge 
trophy. The event will be open to all caterers in the 
Hotel, Restaurant and Canteen Industry. 

As in the past, your present committee identified 
the single most important area of its activities as the 
continuation and development of our Public 
Relations work with womens' magazines, Home 
Economists and Editors of the National and 
Regional Press. The activity in this area increased 
throughout the year and the last quarter showed a 
record exposure of mushroom material and recipes 
in the Press. In February of this year nearly forty 
journalists attended a Spring Breakfast held at the 
Dickens Inn in the City of London. The primary 
objective of this occasion was to introduce our 
new PRO to some of the Press with whom the 
Association enjoys a very amicable relationship. 
Various mushroom dishes were presented by Mary 
Shepherd and all the guests received some fresh 
mushrooms. 

In April the MGA had a Stand at the Woman's 
Own Jumbly at Olympia where 50,000 people 
attended over a three-day period. Three farms 
supplied the mushrooms and helped man the stall. 
Thousands of recipe leaflets were distributed at this 
show and also many agricultural shows up and down 
the country. We also had a presence at the Royal 
and Chelsea shows. We have produced a completely 
new Teacher's Kit with a new Wallchart, recipes, 
and a leaflet giving a background to the mushroom 
industry production, usage and dietary information. 



CLARON 
8126 Zumikon /Switzerland, E. Hauser und K. Hartmann 

Dorfstrasse 30 Telephone 918 17 57 Telex 55 156 

41100-Vendome /France, Boulevard de l'lndustrie 

Telephone 77 33 89 Telex 750224 
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We also produced a folder for catering students 
giving similar information, since it was the opinion 
of your committee that if we can encourage caterers 
to use more mushrooms, then we must increase 
consumption throughout the country. The distribu
tion of our films for showing to various bodies 
throughout the country, both by grower members 
and outside organizations, continued at a very high 
level. In addition we have sold eight new copies of 
the film for private use. In the June issue of Woman's 
Own Successful Slimming magazine we had a 
competition to promote the sale of mushrooms to the 
slimmer. There were five 'starters' and five main 
dishes, all containing mushrooms, and this was 
followed by an article on growing. The competition 
closed on the 3 lst July and we hope to announce the 
winners at the conference. 

The new Posters and Price Tickets which were 
displayed at the Jersey Conference have been 
distributed in large quantities during the past year, 
both by growers and by advertising in trade maga
zines. The second in the series of posters has just 
been released and will be incorporated in the Point 
of Sale packs for the window display competition in 
October. We hope that as many growers as possible 
will involve themselves in this and future campaigns, 
even if it's only by distributing packs of Point of 
Sale material to their local outlets. 

With regard to packaging and the amount of 
dead space that could be used to carry an advertising 
message at minimal cost, your committee approved 
a new basket and tray design which simply has 
FRESH on one side and MUSHROOMS on the 
other. This is complimented with the new 'smilie' 
mushroom symbol that has replaced Monty. All 
packaging manufacturers have received the design 
and it is hoped that growers will incorporate it 
whenever possible. 

Finally, the committee has recently discussed 
grading of fresh mushrooms and how possible 
legislation from the EEC could affect our marketing. 
In view of this we agreed to produce a document for 
the responsible representative in Brussels setting 
out the UK grower and consumer requirements. 

This has been an extremely busy year that has 
seen many changes. In spite of this, however, I feel 
we have covered a great deal of ground and I would 
like to thank Mary Adams and her Staff for all their 
endeavours and also all the members of the commit
tee for their time and wholehearted support. 
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MUSHROOM INDUSTRY CONFERENCE 
SOUTHPORT 

27th September - lst October 1978 

Whilst we cannot give a final attendance figure 
at the Mushroom Industry Conference to be 
held at the Prince of Wales Hotel, Southport, 
from Wednesday 27th September through to 
departures on Sunday lst October, all indications 
are that there will be a record attendance. 

Your conference committee has set itself the 
task of giving you a programme of wide and 
varied interest together with sporting events 
which offer something, the committee feels sure, 
to most of our members. 

The ladies' day out should prove an enjoyable 
and interesting one. Chester is a beautiful city 
in itself and I understand has a fine shopping 
centre, not forgetting the British Heritage 
Exhibition. 

The Annual General Meeting of the Associa
tion will take place on Friday afternoon the 
29th September, at 14.30 hrs. and, of course, we 
would like to see as many members as possible 
at that meeting. 

May we remind you, if you have not 
already done so, to make your accommodation 
bookings immediately, direct to: The Prince of 
Wales Hotel, Southport, Telephone 0704-36688, 
or Telex Prince-G? 

We look forward to seeing you there. PW 

DIARY DATES 

1978 : MGA's Southport Conference, 
28-30 September. 

German (Krefeld) Conference, 
6-7 October. 

GCRI Mushroom Day, 25 October. 
l 979 : British Growers Look Ahead, 

Brighton 3-5 April. 
Bath Short Course, mid-April. 
PSU Short Course, 18-20 June. 
MGA's Yarmouth Conference, 

October. 



QUALITY AND SERVICE 

FOR THE DISCERNING GROVVER 

•CHEFFINS' 
THE HEATH 

WOODHURST 
HUNTINGDON 

TELEPHONE RAMSEY (0487) 840375 

Reasonable haulage to all parts of the country 

* Mushroom growers are cordially invited to inspect 
our compost being produced 

* Our technical advisory service is available to all 
our growers 

- - - - - - - -~ 
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SIMPLEX MUSHROOM HANDLER 

From time to time the Bedford based Simplex 
Mechanical Handling Company is presented 
with an odd lifting problem, like their recent 
order from a Cheltenham mushroom farm, 
which left them well and truly 'in the compost'. 

The problem that required resolving was to 
design an attachment capable of picking up and 
emptying large mushroom boxes containing 
compost. 

Design engineers at Simplex, manufacturers of 
a comprehensive range of fork-lift truck attach
ments, jumped in with both feet. The result, a 
standard 180° rotating head attachment with 
speciality-fabricated carrying and rotating cradle 
capable of handling mushroom boxes. 

The attachment only required one auxiliary 
hydraulic circuit from the lift-truck for opera
tion of the rotating head. 

Mr. P. R. B. Deakin, managing director of 
Haymes Farm Products Limited of New Road, 
Southam, Cheltenham, Gloucestershire, com
mented: 'The unit is very simple and requires 
little maintenance. Because of its simplicity, it 
has also reduced our overtime spent emptying 
the mushroom boxes.' 

In one rotating movemen t, implex Mecha nicnl 
Handling Limited ha ·avecl a Glouce. 1er mushroom 
farmer hours spent in emptying mushroom boxes. 
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FILMTEX GROWING TUNNELS 
Following the comments in the April issue on 
the subject of cladding growing tunnels, we 
understand from Jack Kellett, the Managing 
Director of Arundel Associates (Plastics) Ltd., 
that seventeen mushroom growing farms, in
cluding five of the major growers, have now 
installed or are in the process of installing 
Filmtex growing tunnels. 

A number of different Filmtex colours and 
patterns have been tested, and preliminary 
results indicate strong preference for white inner 
liners, with a dark green, grey or pewter outer 
cover. 

A/S Platon, the Norwegian manufacturers of 
Filmtex, have also produced a data sheet show
ing the build-up of heat under different types of 
Filmtex, together with predictable shrinkage 
factor for Filmtex inner liners. Copies of this data 
sheet are available from Arundel. 

Arundel, who also work with most of the 
conventional polytunnel builders, are confident 
of a big future for the Arundel Mushroom 
Tunnel in other parts of Europe, and Mr. 
Kellett is shortly leaving for a visit to Holland. 
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DARMYCEL TECHNICAL SERVICES 

Darmycel Technical Services (D.T.S.) have now 
established their headquarters at Jones Hill, 
Bradford-on-Avon, Wilts., which will shortly 
incorporate research laboratories and a new 
experimental farm . 

Mr. W. R. Hindes, Mr. P. A. T. Mason and 
Mr. J. H. Stocker will, in future, be working 
from this location, writes K. G. M. (Keith) 
Pointing, D.T.S.'s Director. 

Correspondence ... 

THE FATE OF BELL FARM 
Bell Farm, near Royston, which Angus Watson 
and I designed and built for D. S. Culver in 
1950, was bought nine years later by Shirley 
Organics and was run by Les Barrow until his 
retirement. Les made it a happy rendezvous for 
a multitude of mushroom growers, and everyone 
was sorry when it closed. It is now an animal 
quarantine centre. Fred. c. Atkins 



We know all about balanced growth. 
You need to stop your plants going soft So g t onto Shamrock Peat Potting 

on you. Right from the start. Compo t. 
Our ham rock Peat Potting Compost For the right kind of start. 

takes car of all that. fl SHAMROCK PEAT 
We use the finest quality Irish sphagnum •1W Kl 

moss peat.It's consistent. And provides the POTTING COMPOST 
right amount of air and moisture for good 
root development. 

Its nutrient I vel is a very careful blend 
of major and trac elem nts. This allows for 
healthy growth, not too fast, not too lush, 
during propagation and in the vital early 
stages. 

It also allows you to control the growth 
later on. 

The ~esult, of course, is a healthy balance 
suited to a wide range of plants from 
tomatoes to pot mums. Made with Irish Moss Peat. The best peat on earth. 

Get on to your merchant. Ask about the new ea.<y-to-handle size. Or, for more details, rontact Bord no Mona/Irish Peat Development Authority, 
.i6 King Street, Bristol BS I ,iDE ldcphone: Bristol (on 2) 2116(16. 
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A TRIVIAL TALE FOR A SUMMER DAY 
or 

The Final Episode in the Saga of that Famous 

Winterpick Mushram 

Christmas came, and the usual Christmas party, 
held this year in No. 1 House; so gaily decorated 
with greenery, bunting, balloons and fairy lights 
that it was difficult to realize it was normally a 
quiet, dim mushroom house. 

Towards midnight, everyone full of goodwill 
and good cheer, a sudden spectacle made 
everyone think perhaps they'd had too much 
good cheer. Through the big doors came 
Father/Farmer John Christian/Christmas, driv
ing not a reindeer sledge but a mushram sledge, 
beautifully decorated and pulled by long red 
reins attached to our notorious Mushram, 
wearing red harness and mock antlers. 

As to the manner born, he paraded up and 
down the house to cheers from all the guests, 
behaving beautifully when petted and fussed 
over by the very same pickers he had scattered so 
easily three months before when he'd invaded 
this same mushroom house - now he added the 
final happy touch to a grand party. 

But - after the triumph - Spring came, 
bringing about his downfall - Didn't Shake
speare say 'In the Spring a young ram's fancy?!'. 
Anyway - helping a friend to fill bags of com
post one fine Sunday on the farm, I suddenly 
realized Mushram had escaped once more and 
was bearing down on us fast. I drove him off 
with the spade, shouted to Maureen to get in the 
c.ar quickly - rushed round the far side and 
clambered in whilst friend Ram repeatedly 
rammed the car, rocking it like a boat at sea. 
Finally we got it started and with horn blaring, 
drove off yelling to all and sundry 'Get John 
Christian - Get the Foreman, Get anyone, but 
get that ram before he gets at the pickers again'. 

Safely back at the house, we inspected the 
damage - one badly dented wing - one badly 
dented door - and to rub salt in the wound, the 
car was due to be traded-in next day in part 
exchange! 

We asked John Christian to cope and heard 
no more until three weeks later when I asked 
after Mushram. John told me that after this 
latest incident Mushram was obviously too 
dangerous to leave in a field, so he put him in a 
special wire pen, which he promptly wrecked. 
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Next, he tried him in a pen with four-foot stone 
walls - but he jumped out of it the first time 
and simply butted the walls down the second 
time. 

There was no more to be done - he went to 
the slaughterhouse the next day. 

Ram - In - Pace. Joan Barton 

GRANTS EXTRA 

From lst September, farmers, growers and co
operatives making claims under the Farm 
Capital Grant, Farm and Horticultural Develop
ment, Horticulture Capital Grant, and Agricul
tural and Horticultural Co-operation Schemes, 
where such claims concern actual work done 
by their own regular employees, are allowed to 
include an allowance for overheads of one fifth 
of the basic wages paid instead of the one 
seventh allowed previously. 

ADCO LTD 
manufacturers of the proved 

SHIRLEY ACTIVATORS 

Ring 

including 

ADCO M 
SHIRLEY M & MS 1 
SHIRLEY SPECIAL 

Chatteris 035 43 3565 today 

Adco Ltd Unit 4. Industrial Estate, . 
Honeysome Road, Chattens, 
Cambs. 
Tel. Chatteris 035 43 3565 



IS THERE A COMPOST ACTIVATOR THAT IS ... 
e Specifically designed for the mushroom grower today? 

e Based on a high level of water soluble carbohydrate, which independent research 
has shown can result in higher yielding compost, and reduce the necessary 
duration of peat heat? 

e An organic nitrogen supplement? 
e Economically priced and not prone to price fluctuations? 
e Manufactured under stringent quality control procedures to give a consistent 

declared analysis ? 
e Suitable for all types of mushroom compost? 

e Conveniently packed, easy to handle? 

YES! Sporavite g Rumenco 

Rumenco Limited, Stretton House, Derby Road, 
Burton-on-Trent, Staffs. DE13 ODW 
Tel: Burton-on-Trent (0283) 61211 

Telex: 341751 
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COUNTRY KITCHEN FOODS have the following vacancies on their 
Market Harborough, Leicestershire Farm: 

Chargehand - Preparation Area 
The duties involve deputising for the 
Preparation Manager and assisting in the 
control of staff of eight. The Preparation 
Department is responsible for the compost
ing, peak-heating, spawn running and casing 
of 100 tons of compost per week . 

Management Trainee 
A young person with qualifications at least to 
'A' level or equivalent, 18-22 years old and 
interested in a career in mushrooms. Previous 
experience on a mushroom farm is not essen
tial. The successful candidate will be expected 
to spend 2-3 years training in the various de
partments on the farm before taking a place 
in the Companies' Production Management 
team. 

COUNTRY KITCHEN FOODS are the largest mushroom growers in 
the U.K. and rewards and conditions of employment are commensurate with 
those associated with a large company. 

Please reply to: 

J. A. Dicks Country Kitchen Foods Stock Lane Langford Avon BS18 7ES 

SMALL 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
8p per word 

MUSHROOM CHALK: 
Supplied in BULK or POLYBAGS 
(50 kg.). Best quality Lincolnshire 
Casing Chalk. Enquiries CAISTOR 
LIMES LTD., Caistor, Lincolnshire. 
Tel: Grimsby 851464. 

THE CHATSWORTH range of 
composters. 7 ft. Major Diesel, 6 ft. 
Major Electric, 4 ft. Loader-Fed Colt. 
Details from MORRIS GREEN 
MACHINERY, 69 Victoria Road, 
Worthing. Tel: 36211. 
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MORDEN R. The top quality chalk 
for mushroom casings. A sterile, 
bagged, cost-effective replacement 
for traditional coarse ground and 
kibbled chalks. Enquiries -
MELBOURN CHEMICALS LTD. 
Windsor House, Esher, Surrey. 
Tel. Esher 66666. 

POLYTHENE BAGS, Black Refuse 
Sacks, Polythene Sheeting, Dispos
able Polythene Gloves etc. Enquiries: 
NORTHERN FILM PRODUCTS 
LTD., Warrenhurst Road, Fleet
wood, Lanes. Tel: Fleetwood 71253. 

DUE TO REORGANIZATION, 
we have numerous items of equip
ment for sale. Tamplin Flow Line and 
2,000 Trays 3 ft. x 4 ft. to work with 
the Line, also 2 Bio-Mixer Casing 
Preparation Machines. Tel. 0733 
240650 for further details . 

DEVON D. INC. Experts in Mush
room culri vation, comprehensive 
de igners and start-up of ne1 modern 
mushroom growing facilit ies an 
especiality, world-wide capability. 
Write to: P.O. Box 227, Fillmore, 
Utah, 84631 , USA. 






